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THE MAN UT A TREE.
Pinchot has corao back. Ile reached

Kcv,- York on Monday by tho ste.im-

Bhip Arablc, but ho would not talk
about anything the reportera wanted
to hear hlm talk about. Me laughed
heartily several times, however, and it
Is Inforrrd tliat hls Insldes are ln
fairly good worklng order. Hc had not
3c.pt Up very closely wlth the Ballin¬
ger case; hut ho could not control
his risiblcs when ho thought abou'
how Vertrees, ono of tho few Tenncs-
secans who has not been pardoncd by
Governor Patterson, llkened hlm to "a

jmall 'possum up a big tree." It was

not tho 'possum slmllc that plcased
hlm, probably, but the Idea that Ver¬
trees had asfoclated hlm even in thls
t,ay with the eonservatlon of our nat¬
ural "resourccs.

Mr. Pinchot met a number of linpor-
tan: persons when he was on the
olhcr slde, and hc ls brlmful of infor¬
mation, of one sort and another, to
;wlilch, if he do not look out, somo

Kerby anxlous for his country's wel-
fare, will get access. It may be, liow-
evor, that Pinchot focls entlrely aafo
,with hls frlends and that there wlll
he no prematuro dlschargo of his gun
until some tlme about the mlddle of
tho current month. It Is to lio sup-
posed that ho has been more carcful
In IiIh loading Ihis tlme than ho was
.when ho took tho stand not long ago
to drlve tho rascal out.

Mr. Pinchot hopes that at the blg
meeting in .Salnt Paul some very large
results will bo obtained "In getting
the attention of tho pcoplo of thi.
country increased In the subject as lt
has presented ltsclf here." That might
mean .a great many things, and to a

inan up a tree lt mlght mean only one

¦thing. but whlch we shall not even

fuiggest. Henry Watterson. or James
il. Garfleld. or Collier's Weekly, or

Kerby, could give tho ahswer, may be;
*>ut nono of them wlll, yet awhlle.
There must be a conferenco about it
Iirst, and then thero wlll be somethlng
tlcing, posslbly in a furtive way, out
insldious wlthal.
"Tho success of the co-opcratlro

flalry system" in Dehniark lmpressed
IMr. Pinchot deeply, as did Treland also
ns "a klnd of laboratory for the work¬
lng out of the basic facts in country
3lfe." Wo ilo not know that Mr. Tin-
chot had an audience wlth the Popo
jrm this trip, but wo are roasonably
vuro that he heard somethlng ahout
tho conditlons in P.omo and in all tho
.J-eglons of Gallatla and Cappadoclo,
not to speak of Braggadoclo, all of
which wlll help considerably at the
hig meeting ln Saint Paul.

lt is sald that none of the antl-
Administratbyr Rerrtiblloans met Mr.
Pinchot w'Hen-"ht landed in New York,
and some effort has been made to.n.t-
tach "significancc" to this fact; but wo

really dld not o:pect any dornonstra-
tion when he came. That is not the
way ho worlcs. That is not tho way
Garfield works, or Kerby, or Glavls.
They havo all learned a trlck or two
from the creatures tliat dwell out in
t.he woods, the woods which they are

trylng to save, The snalco "chiirms"
und tho other things sllp up on their
qiiarry. Of course, Mri Pinchot would
pot talk for publicatiou.

WANT TIIB FAIIJH REVIVED.
A number of our exchangos are urg-

!ng that the old-faahloned county
falrs be revlved. They thlnk the tlme
has como when the people have enough
interest and prlde ln their county to

pupport a falr nnd thoy believo thnt
there'is already enough sentlmcnt
back o" the movement lo restoro the
old fairs whlch are fondl: rememberedj
by ai! <>ld Virglnlans,
This is a good Idea and tlm only

wonder Is that u hns not been sug-'
gested before. C't course, the county
fairs ought to be. revlved, because Uie

,coUntles nesrl thi-ni as u part of iht-i:'
Hoclal llfe. ln the lasl few years
there has been a marked .iti.iine ln
tit^ social Intercourse "t ihe country;
people. Thi! churches Stlll attract!
them, anci publlc meetln.gs brlns them
together, but the rural free dellvery
has pul an end to tlio dally Journey

lltlon o! the county cou.-.a has fioomed
.vnurt-day." Tbe l&c'tor waa really
tho er^at day i the month for the
county, and was '.' Ineutimable valu.e
Jn brlnglng the. v hole mnty togethi r.

The "saleip d^iys whi l: havo been ar-

rangod in some of tha couuties, havo
ln a moa6ure cor,ipent-li;d for thls,
but the re-establishment i>f the coun-

t" falr, extendlng uvci a week, v.lli do
f-.:> much iiii-in to brlnu Id frlends to-
uether and to make newacq tajntanceo.
The fair oughi tb Up revlved also

hi a use |tj revlyal wilj mean tho fuv-

farnilng; Tlu-re are more lyienslvu
jfarmers ln Virginia to-daj than thoro
have e'vi beon, and our old acres ai

yleldlns better crpps iitid blifger
than evi r ln ihe hletory "f thi Bta.ti
i»ui ihe half i. u'jt vet, aehu v. a. A

of our farmers must. get. togothcr, sc;

new fnrinlng dcvlcos, hoar cxperts
flleciu-n farnilng, seo tho practlcsl re¬

sults of better fnrtnlng and then, go
home to test. what they havo heard.
Wlth every fnlr thero should bo :<

county corn show, wlth prlzo.s slmilar
to those proposed for tlie Stato Corn
Prlze, and at overy falr thero nhotilri
bc a geniilne, revlval of old Virglnia
good ffillowshlp, whlch ls worth more
than all the rest comblned.

JUSTICE IN THE CEM.AR.
Several weeks ago tho Flro Commls.

sloners of Rlchmond bought sovernl
"resplrator" rrelmets, deslgned for tho
use of fircmen whon ongnged ln their
perllouo work. lt. ls claimed tliat the
flrcman wcarlng thls holmet is ab-
Bolutely protcctcd ngainst suffocatlon.
The hclmct waa losted yesterday morn-

In/r with cxcollont results. Tho chief
of tho department and four captalns
wcarlng the helmets,-went Into an alr-
tfght room, in whlch three pounds of
sulphur »tvere burned. Thoy remniii-
ed in tho thickest of the smokc for the
sparo of thlrty mlnutes wlthout dls-
comfort, and afterwards spent the same

perlod of tlme In tt room thnt was fiil.
ed wlth the fumes of burnlng churcoai.
wlthout sufforlng any harm. The
"ilomonslratlon" was so suocessfttl
thnt the department wlll bc sttppllcd
with a sufllclent number of theso llfe-
savlhg devices to cnablo lt to porform
tlie best service.
Wo would liltc to suggest that th*

officers of tho Police Court and tho
prlsoners appearlng before that trl-
bunal be aiso supplled wlth helmets
of tho sarne sort, or some other oqual-
ly good dovico for their protection. It
does not mc.ttcr so tnttcli about tho
lawyers.they can take care of them-
selves, and advlse from tho exterlor
of the courtroom. Havo you ever heen
ln the Police Court room in Rlchmond,
w.hlle the court was ln sesston, as u

mere lookor-on in Vlenna. or as the

party of the ilrst or second parl? It
i.s a dlsgrace to Rlchmond: it would
be a dlsgrace to any half-clvilizcn
communlty. Dark. dlrty, cramped, 111-

smelllng, packed during the morning
hours with tho flotsum and Jetsam of

humanity waltlng for justlcc. The
courtroom ls sltuated in tho bascmem
of the Clty Hall Buildlng. It has 111-
tlo natural llght, tho vcntilatlon
ls bad, the dlmcnslons of tho room

altogothcr tnadoriuatc, and tho appcar-
anco in no sonse conststcnt wlth tho
grcatness and dlgnily and woaltli 01

thls town.

City Councll should provlde Immofl-
lately for tho buildlng of a courthouse
to be used excluslvely for the hold-
lng of tho clty courts: it wlll have to
bo done in a few years, why not do
it now and do lt whlle thero ls a

chance of obf.alning a sultable slte
lor such a buildlng at a reasonablc-
prlce? lt ls s*ald that the old Poru
Hotel and the adjacent property can

bo bought for about $160,000. and the
city would be fully justlflod !n taklng
over tho property at such a flgure. It
is admlrably sltuated for the purpose,
we have suggestcd. It covcrs an en¬

tlre block near tho Clty Buildlng, and
lt would bo cheap at tho price. Prob¬
ably lt would bo practlcablo to make
over somo parts of lt into temporary
cjuartcrs for tho Police Court untll
such tlme as tlie orection of a mod-
orn courthouse could bo undcrtaken,
and the Court bo brought up out of
tho collar Into the llght of day, wlth
room onough for tho Court to escupe
from the suffocatlon of tho present
hole in tho grotind. Wc have an idea
that justlcc, whlch ought to be bllnn
ln a sonse, of course, could see how
to ho bllnd Just a little better if tho
llght of day wero a llttlo stronger.
Elther there should be a now court¬
room for tho Police Court, or tho of-
liecrs'uf that trlbunal and thoso who
have to go thero on buslness or from
necosslty should be supplled with "res-
pirators" when thoy cnter the present
portals.

now the nnm&H do it.
Thero is so much to think about in

thls country wlth Plnchot back "in our
niidst" and Congress still in sesslon
and an election ahcad, that wc do not
spend much tlme ln worrylng about
the troubles of other natlons or re-

Joiclng ln their achlovctnents. Least
of all aro we, dlsturbed about South
Africa, sinco it i.s not a vory good
market for American goods, and i:;
only useful for supplying those dia-
I'nonds which shlhe to perfection on

Rlchmond women. Just at this tlme,
howover, the obsorvant should atlck a

pln iu tho map of that part of the
dark contln'orit; bocauso. many and in-
terc*t!ns things aro happeulng thero.

After several year:; of qutol prepa-
ratlon, Great Brltaln hns doclded that
South Africa is old onough and strong
enough to tuko oft swaddljng olothes
and care ^or lt'self. Parltaraent ou't-
linrd a plan of government for tho
country around Cape Town, tho Klng
named a Governor-Gonoral and thn
rest way left to the ptjopla of South
Africa. They are British pubjects and
they (>we allegianco to the mother
country. but they can havo tholr own

govevninent, choose tholr otfn local
offlcers and admlnlster thelr own af¬
fairs. Day before yesterday, as tho
fti step lr. thls programme, Horbert
Gladstone, the old Premler's son and
Covorn.-ir-Oeneral of t'nltcd South Af¬
rica, formed hls Cabinet and an¬

nounced thal eloutlons would bc held
during tha next few months. The
peoplo are '¦> choose, under liberal
eloptoral law,-, men to repre-ent them,
i,i levy th-ir taxes and io frame their
law.--. England and tho Knglieh Ptt3-
Uanient is no| 'lo IntBFfero, and wlll
merelj thal ihe South Airlcan
Bt^iti ..! protoctod if Ihey are ut-

Thl ..-.:..-¦. olutlpri of a colony
into a htable union i-- i> U'ibttta to
.....;,,i..i ond -,!¦,! colonlal ftai'SX
and proof, l( pvooi be ne^ded, that
olu England has leurnod' hev lesson

and know." how to keep her children
fiiltht'ul. lt was nol. alwnys tlms. ttttd
local sclf-goverp.'nent wns tho thlnp,
whlch tho old Kln.-ii of Engiftlld least
deslred in their colnnlns. When thr
Jmccensful American Revolullon showcd
Ihn'folly of blnrllng tlic feet of grow-
llig colonlen. England reversed hor
pollcy, and as Captaln Mnhnn has well
aaid, was saved by tho loss of Amer¬
lca, Evor slnco that tlme sho has
rocognlzed tho rights of her colonlefl
and has glven them llbertles whlch
keep them fnithfui to England while
practically lndependent.
Engllsh pollcy ls agalnst tho tax¬

atlon of her colonles, and rlghtly so.

Tho mother country bears the burdcn
of thclr naval defertce, stands sponsor
for their actlons and recelves her only
return In tho proiits of her colonlal
trade, In thls caso, her pollcy wlll
surely bo justlflod, for South Africa is
a comlng country. Its resourcos aro

vast and Its natural wealth hns prob¬
ably not yet been estlmated by even
tho most optlmistlc. Wlthln a gen¬
eration lt wlll bo felt In tho commorco
of tho world and will repay all the
bounty of the Eniplre.

TlEVERl.EY MINFOKD.
Beverley Munford passed away yes¬

terday beforo hls sun had yet reached
noon. Ho Was born ln Richmond,
he llved ln Richmond, ho dled ln
Richmond, and in Richmond wlll ho
bo mourned, because It was to thls
town and lts people and their highest
interests that hls best thought was

devotcd and hls most arduous toll so

long as he wns permltted to labor.
Thero was somethlng very attractlvo
cvon ln hls name, and hls llfe, all too
brlef as wc who aro left bchlnd look
at H, waa a genorous epistlo known
and road of all men who camo wlthln
the cirolc of hls influence.

in his professlou of the law he
was tho "honorable counscllor." Jealous
of the hlgher tradltlons of the Bar; ln
his servlce to tl^e State ho had no

other ambltlon than tho welfaro of
the Commonwealth; in tho larger
politlcs of tho Nation ho stood wlth
great couragc and stoadfastly for

prlhclple, unmoved by tho fasclnatlons
of the domagogue and true to tho
falth of the fathers, and hls frlends
knew him and loved him and trusted
him because in hlm they found "high-
erected thoughts seatcd ln tho* heart
of courtesy."

A~YDY JACICSON'S NATIVITY.
We know what's tho matter wlth

the Charlotte Observer now; It's
scarcd, even as the coon was scared
after tho colored person had run him
up a tree preparatory to hls capturo.
Wrltlng to the New York Sun from
Rathdrum, Idaho, about the place of
Andy Jackson's blrth, Bartlett Sinclair
says that "there is a great deal of
concluslvo evldcnco that Lancaster
County, South Carollna, and not Union
County, North Carollna, is entltlcd to
credit as the spot wherc tliat great
man first saw tlie light." Without
stopping Just here to do moro than
suggest that things might havo been
a llttlo different and not a bit worse

If he had never beon born, wo wish
to tliank Mr. Sinclair for his pcrfectly
clear and convlnclng exposition of the
subject.

In the early 'SO's, wc are told, the
Rev. Davld Roblnson. a hiphly respect-
ed and thoroughly sincere mlnlster of
tho Methodlst Eplscopal Church (pre-
sumably the Methodlst Eplscopal
Church, South), made a searching in-
vestlgatlon of the wholo questlon. His
concluslons, wlth the ovldence to suo-

tain them, were prlnted in a number
of letters ln the Lancaster Ledger.
"Although of great hlstorlc valuo,"
Mr. Sinclair asserts, "I havo never

seen the letters referrcd to, and I
doubt If thoir exlstonco ls generally
known." It would bo found, doubtlesa,
upon investlgatlon that all the papers
contnlning theso lotters wero ielther
destroyed or secreted by tho Charlotte

Observer,_suppress!on being its chlef

weapon in al! hlstorlcal matters. But
"Dr. Roblnson was a scholarly gontlo-
man and well along in years when
ho made his researches and gathered
much Information of a m03t Interest¬

lng and rellable hature ooncernlng
Jackson's birthplaco and hls early
cblldhood. Dr. Roblnsori's efforts wero

so palnstaklng and amplo that there

ought to bo no doubt that the famous
Waxhaws Distrlct of Lancastor. S. C,
ls Old I-Ilckory's true natal npot."
There ls no doubt among stndents
possettslng the true hlstorlcal splrlt',
Mr, Sinclair certnlnly does not doubt
the absoluto accuracy <>f Dr. Robin-
son's concluslons. lle was llvlng In
Lancaster at tho timo the lotters wero

publishcd and dlstlnctly rccalls road-
ing them at the timo, and ho llkewlao
regrets that he dld not preservo them.
So do wo; but ho has sald enough to
set Illotorlan Salloy on the trall, and
ho will get them unless the Observer
has elther coneoaled them or destroyod
them. In proof of his good falth, Mr,
Sinclair glves in hls letter to tho Sun

thls brlef account of Lancaster
county;

"Thls rtqrtherly county of South
Carollna is ono of tlw most beautiful
In tho ontlro South. Twohty-flve years
_g its ivttroctlve plnb _mt hardwood
for.-ts, lts rlvers and springs and
cotton tields had uo suporiois.
"The famous Dr. .1. Marion Slms m»s

;. nativo of Lancaster county, and
there lald the foundatlon for hts sub-
si [iiont dl.coyerloe. The county ia
largely peopied by tho d.scer.daut- of
the early Scotch-Irl-h settlors. rhore
wo !i:id many of tho Withorspoona,
VYyMes, Carters, Conners, Mooros,
Croojeotts, Caskeya, Stephenses, Alll-
DonB, Ppices. Lancaster coiinty was
tho home of the liormlt scholar, Dr.
Miitag, whom ' remember well, Ho
used to corrospond wlth Professor
W'hltney. of Y.ile. ln '""hinese, ln.crib-
ing the characters for economy.'s feak.
on post cards"

i'if qaurse, Uiis is not' conoluHlva
upon tha Aialy Jackson queStlpri, but
lt prpv-8 that the wrlter could nut hn
ml-takeu about iho poh'lnsoii letters
whi'n tio ran rocall the names of so

many people ln I_incuster who im\e
givon charnclur to Ita c:Uiv;on~hlp. Wo
llQubt very much ihat Colonel l.troy

f-'prings, who llves Jfl Lancaster all
tho tlme ho Is not spending ln N'ew
York, ever hoard nf Dr. Mlltag, or
that. ho knows any of tho Wlther-
spoons or Connors or Wylles or Cnr-
terS except those wlth whom he ln
assoclatod ln btislnens. Rut. all thin
is rriorely by tho way; tho Roblnson
letters in tho Lancasler Ledgor estab¬
llshed bnyond further f|tiestlon tho
nativity of Andrcw Jacltson, Mr, QlfiJ
clalr says:
"My father, although a Whig, waa

n groat adrrilror of Jackson. and fre-
qiient.ly vlslted WaxnawB. On one of
those pilgrlrnngcK he cut a second
growth hlckory cann at a polnt where
tho Jacltson cabin Is suppoaed to havo
stood, and carrlod It. for more than
forty years. My nncestors, resldcnts
of Lancaster county, never questloiiod
tho tltlo of that old hlghland eountv
to tho gratlfylng distlnction."
Kobody wlio ltnows anything about

lt has ever queutlonod tho_ tltlo of
.Incknon to bo Includcd among tho lrn-
morals of South Carolina. Jackson dld
not doubt lt; indeed. ho assertcd lt;
Calhotin never quostioncd lt, although
ho was probably surry for lt. Thanl;
you, Mr. Slnclair

GIIISl)I.\f; uvt MORE LAWS.
The xBrooklyn Daily Eaglo carefully

reports that "oplnion is dlvided" over
tlie actlon of Governor Hughea in call-
lng an extra ncssion of the Now York
Lcglslature. Somo' of tho party lead-
ers think that tho Govornor dld tho
only thing pocfiiblo in the circum-
stanccs if ho wants to savo hls pet
primary measure; others say tho Gov¬
ernor mado tho mi3take of hls life ln
calllng back to Albany that gathertng
of worthics which ground out lawn
and spont the pooplc's money so lib-
erally U1I3 spring,
Our Brooklyn ontemporary grows

facetious in lts remarks on the sub¬
ject, and amblen ln a sprlghtly fashlon
for such a heavywelght. talking of the
inwardnesa of tho polltical situation
and other thlngs about whlch tho un-
Initiatetl know nothing. Leavlng all
thls out of the qucstion, we do not
see how thero can bo ony tllvlsion of
opinlon over Govornor Hughes's ac¬

tlon. lf the Lcglslature reconvenes, lt
may pass the measure Governor
Hughes holds so dear, and lt may not;
but lt wlll certalnly pass a great many
other haws of one sort and another
Hughds may warn the Republlcan
Faithlul to pass that primary law and
leave the rest nlone, but neither
(lughfs nor any other man can keep
ambitiius logislators from introduclng
bllls ; nd foollsh delegates from dis-
cussln; them. Juat as surely as tho
leglslti ure moots in anawer to Gover-

ghes's call, it wlll remaln until
or Hughes is.slck and tlred of
wlll do many thlngs lt ought
do.many thlngs Hughes does
nt it to do. »

trouble wlth Loglslatures is that
llnk thelr service ls mcasured
mass of leglalation they grind
rgulng that they aro the law-

malcln bodlcs. they think they must
make Jaws, no matter what tho lawa

concerli. As a result, a sesslon of the

LegUlature gcnerally leaves a volumo

of SOo' closely prlnted pagos as lts

monument, and that is about all.
If Governor Hughes had really

wanted to do a great public servlco

and had been anxlous to make himself
solid wlth tho American public before

he chamrcs hls sphero of service, ho

should huve called a special sesslon of

tho Legislaturo and pledgcd his party
leadors to spend slxty daya ln clear-

lns up tho statute books and repoallns
laws that aro worso than uselcss.
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PRES1DENTIAI. TOGS.

"If they glve the President tho

power, they should givo hlm the

clothes to go with the power." Thus

reasons tho Army and Navy Journal,

which is tho awbrn champlon of

milltarism in thin country. Tho Pres¬

ident. says the Journal. bo ho present
or past, should not bo compelled to

go about tho country in a plug-hat
and a frock coat. He should have a

unlform that becomes his exaltcd

station and should always bo distln-

gulshe/l by'his dress no matter where

ho is.
Before crylng a loud Amen to this

excellent proposal. we mlght pau*o t"

remark that there was a time when

such as this would have been arrant

hercsy, or rank treason, accordlng to

the polnt of view. Mllltary uniforms
and distinctive dress for the Pres¬

ident? Who waa the Presldent any-

way but tlie nrst of public servants,
and why should ho and othc-r clvtllan
offlcers of govornment havo clothes

different from those of tholr fellow-

cltlzens? Benjamln Franklln went to

Vcrsaillcs in ;i suit of homespun, with

a round hat.wo suapoct it was made

from the skin of a Virglnia ccor.and

a thorn stlck, Ho was dlatlngulshed
in hls dress, to bo sure, but ho meant

it to be democratic, nnd hla frlends

in Amerlca approvod what they termed
tho old man's simplicity. Tho Ped-
eraliFts tried lo break away from

thls custom, and even the Jeffersonlan
Oemocrats thought that a chapeau
and a few pounds of gold brald mlght
be used by publlo servants, but James

Buchanan put an end to thls by hls

famous "plain clothes" circular, whlch

directed that Amorlcan public ser¬

vants. not holdlns mlHtary ra.nl:,
should dress as cther , ciuzens and

should not. ape royalty.
Thls was a long tlme ago, and, of

course, it was foollshness. Nohody fan

doubt the,.-wlsdom' of changlng the

style in 'thls enllghtoned nse, There

aro, however, one or two polnts worth

noting before, petUionlng Congress to

adopt a unlform for therPresident, the

cx-Preaidenf and all. our dlplonVatlo
torcc;-;. ln tho flrst place, how ia Con-*

We nerve they most
diacrlmlnatlne aiv?r-,
tUor*. Wc work out
arid msiter the intri-^
cate publiclty probkms,
KlclunonU .'..irer.'.-i \

inft Aftency, Inc. '|
Mutual Buildlng. J:

greSs to decldo on a unlform thnt wlll
becomo all siyien of ProsldentlAl
beauty? It would bo the rellnomont
of torturc, for lnstancc, lo requiro Mr.
Taft to cncnoo himself ln a tlght-
ntt.lng blouno, strlklng hlm about tho
suspondor-buttons, nnd It would bo
barbarlsm to prepare a unlfnrm for
a futuro Llncoln that should lengtheh
thn llnes nnd Increase tho anglea.
Thon, too, how could Congress <lo-

cldo on the proper material for the
unlform. If he la to havo a unlform
tho Prosldent should, of course, havo
one tliat cxcols anything of lts kind
ln tho world. If ho hc, as Congress*
men assort, the "Ilrst rulor of tho
groatost peoplo on whom tho majostlo
sun gllttors," tlien ho should havo a

COStume splendld ln proportlon. Evln
here thero aro dlfllcuHles. lf ermlno
be rlioson, tho Prosldent would swoat

tromendously on a journoy to tho
South, and lf silk wero tho proper
thlng, hn would froczo when ho ad-
drcssod the untcrrlflod of Boston.-
Wc confcsB, howovor, that these are

captlous crltlclsms of a noble plan.
By all meana.givo tho Prosldent a
ttniform and compel hlm to woar lt
from tho hour he enters tho "Whito
Houso until ho Is buried in etate.

FORTV-I'Ol II IX ITS PUIME.
Tho Salem Tlmes-Rcglstcr and Sen-

tinel announced In Its Issue last Fri¬
day that it had rounded otit lt3
forty-fourth year of service, and was
prepar'.ng to livo as long agaln. Wo
hope it may. for It deservos it. It ls
ono of the best weekly papers in Vir¬
ginia, and it has been so cdltod and
managed that it has preserved all tho
lrnportant charaetori.stlcs of a county
weekly, whilo taktng on somothlng of
a metropolllan characteri Tho issue
it prlnted somo weeks ago, when the
new courthouse of Roanoke county
was dedlcated and opened, was ono
of the most romarkahlo papers ever
prlnted ln Virginia, and, for Its hls*
torlcal and news value, otight to be
preserved. Wc knew tha odltor of tne
Tlmes-Reglsler could do it, but he or.-
ceeded tho oxpectation of hls frlends.
Long llfe to you. frlend: May your

subscrlptlon llst novcr grow short and
your treasury never be empty.

After spending a week nt a lirst-
clasa hotel in New York. it is natural
th.at ono should honc for tho slght of
much water, whlch wlll cxplaln. prob¬
ably. tiio thirst of the old fellow from
Charleaton who folt so dry when he
was out on the trcstlo tho other day
thnt ho becamo facetloua at tho ex*
penseof the facts, and wrote ln this 1m-
pudont way: "Saw tho James Rlver.
or what you call a river, and would
suggest that you cut some streets
through it and llght; it up." That,
however. is not so bad an idea. as with
well paved streets just bclow tho falls
it would bo so much oaslor to dellver
tho steadlly Increaslng volunie of our
buslness for foroign and domestic ahlp-
ment to tho vessels down in the basin,
where there ia always a forest of masts
and stacks of funnols.

Wo aro informed by the Houston
Post, which kcops a sharp eye on all
such thlngs, that tho bill posters' asso¬
ciation wlll bar short skirts and tights
from tho blllboards. It applauds the
good judgment of tho association, and
hopes for the day when thero will bo
uo blllboards. But why not go a little
farther and joln us in tho demand that
short skirts and tights shall not bo
worh ou the stage? That would be
Reform wlth a big R, and it would
mean somethlng. Why make a row

about the plctures and not protest
.against tho objecta pieiured? We be¬
lleve in golng to the heart of tho sub¬
ject. No halfway doir.gs for vis and
our house.

Governor Ansol, of South Carolina,
has been requisitioned for the return
cf an nllegcd embezzler who has taken
refugo lr. tltat State from Tennessee.
The Chattanooga Tlmes says: "Gover-
hor Ansel r.ccdn't worry.the accused
won't suffer ln eillier event. A pardon
probably awaits hlm/ at home." That
ls rather hard on Patterson, but he
brourrht lt on himself. Some Tennes¬
see paper ough* to pujillsh a daily
report. ot the pardons granted by Coop-
or's frlend. Carmack will not care
now, and thero is nobody to speak
for hlm as ho could speak for himself.

"Keep thy foot when thou goest to
tho house or God. and be more ready
to hear tiian to give the sacrlrfco nf
fools." said tho Proacher. We are very
muoh mistaken If these word3 do not
apply to the pulplt as well as to the
pews, and partlcularly ln view of tho
good counsel which immedlately fol¬
lows: "Bo not rash with thy mouth."

Tho ba'ttleahlp "South Carolina"
made a romarkable record in hor larget
practico at Virginia Beach on Friday,
scoring slxteen hull's-eyes in slxteen
shot;! wlth hor twelve-inch guns ln four
mlnutes and llfty-one seconds. That
was "tihoottng some," and was roally
almost as flne as anythlnp that was
ever done with the old-fashloncd squlr-
rol rlflo by tho South Carcllna and
Virginia troops at the battlo of Klng's
Mountain, tho declslvo hattle of the
Revolutlon;

lt has been dlscovered that tho flrst
dai'.y newspaper ever published ln the
world was published by a woman, lt
was called "Tho Courant," aiul was

published ln London, England,
March 11, 1702, Ellzabeth Mallet was

the woman who dld lt, and it was fllled
entlrely wlth "news." The name of
tho editor was slgnlflcant of^'tho char.
acter of the buslness.

Glenn. H. Curtiss is findlng tho news-

papers about tho easlest "plcklngs"
that ever were. Not content with get-
tlhjs $10,000 from the New York World,
he ls mlidly suggc£tlng that. a "race"
fro'.ti New York to Washington mlght
be intereeUutf and then accopts a place
ln a $25,000 race from New York to
Chicago. There is nothing like the
nerve of tho succossful sportsman, bo
he aeronaut or puglllst.
XVe agreo with tho Harttord Courant

that "Tawnoy got what was coming to
hlm"; but wo do not llko Ib dissomb-
llng when it suvs], "Perhaps another
Hmu those licmocrnts from' up Norh
wlll have more dlscrotlon." Tawnoy la
a. Uepuhllcan, und the- Courant will
phfa.^o look ,-iftor tho mannei'S of Hs
uun pai'U',

Address nll communlcatlona fo* thls column to Query Edltor,Tln-fls-Dtapatch. No mathcmatlcal problcms wlll bo solved, no colns
or stamps valucd and no dealers* naracs wlll be glven.

ilolm i;i.fi-n Cooke.
A Tennessoean not cntlrely nnfa-mlllaf wlth tho glorlous history o£virglnla, I wrlto to astt you for as do-tollod a statomcnt of thn llfo of Vir¬glnla s great war wrlter, John KstenCooko, ns you wlll troubln 'yourself toglvo me, lt wns a day of fortune for

me when I stumbled upon hls greatstory, "Surrcy of tho Bagle's Nost," a.-<from that I went through one afteranother until I havo read nearly allhls hooks. Interestlng In narratlvo, to
some oxtent rornantlc. yet they abotindwlth a weallh ot interestlng hlstorlcal
knowlodge of tho Clvll War. whlch. tothe student of history, Is valuable. ideslre to know somethlng of hls llfe,
whether hls man Surrny was but an¬
other naiiio for hlmself or a name
glven to one of the staff oftlcers of
Stonowall .lackson. Hls doplctlon of
tho doath of Jackson Is tho best I
havo evor seen, and hls llvos of Loc
and Jackson are tho most Interestlng I
havo over road. I would feel graleful
to you if you wlll do thls for me.

J. B. F.
John Eston Cooke, author, was born

ln Wlnchester, Va., November .'), 1830;
dled near Boyce, Clarke countv. Va,
Septombcr .7, 1S86; left school at six-
teen, studled law wlth hls father, »-d.
aftor practlclng about four years, de-
votod hlmself to lltcrotare. Ho entered
tho Confederate army at tho begln-
nlng of the Clvll War, and Berved flrst
as a private in tho artlllery ajid nftcr-
ward ln tho cavalry. belng engaged ln
nearly all tho battlcs in Virglnla. and
most of tho timo ns a, member of (!en-
eral J. 10. B. Stuart's staff. At I.ee's
surrender ho was Inspector-general of
the horse artlllery of the Army of
Northern Virglnln. Hls wrltlngs rc-
late almost cntlrely to Virginia. and
describo tho llfo, inanners and history
of tho people of tiiat State. Hls war
books arc records of personal observa-
tlon and opinion. In a letter wrltton
a. few months before hls death, Mr.
Cooko says: "I stlll write storios for
such perloillcals as nre Incllned 10 ao-
cept romance, but whether any more
of my work in that. fiold wlll ar>r>e
ln book form Is uncertaln. Mr. Hoi
ells and the other reallstios ha
crowclcd mo out of popular regard ns
a novollst, and have brought the kind
of licllon I wrlte Into general dis-
favor. I do not complaln of that. for
thev are right. They see. ns I do, that
flctlon should faithfully refiect llfe.
and they obey the law. while I cann-f
I waa born too soon und am now too
ol.] to learn my trude anew. But ln
llteraturo, us in everythtnsr else, ad¬
vance should be the law. and he who
stands stlll has no rlght to complaln
if ho is left beliind. Besldes, ihe llres

of atnbltlon are burned out of me, aml
I am sorenely happy. My wheat flclds
aro green nn I look out, from the DOroh
of tho Brlers, tho_eorn rtistles In tlio
wind nnd tho greiit treoa glvo me Bhadfl
upon tho lawn. My three children aro
growlng up ln such nurtnrc and admo-
nltlon as their race has always deemed
fit, nnd I ofu not only content, but vory
hn.ppy, nnd much too lazy to entert.aln
M-ny other feellng toward my vlctora
than one of warm frlendshlp and sln-
cero approval." Hls ptibllcntlonn In-
oluda "Leather Stncklng and Sllk." a
story (Xew York, 1864): "Tho Virglnla
Comedlans" (2 vols.. 18fi|); "Thn
Youth of Jefferson," bosed on letter-
of that statoHmnn (18.r,4); "Ellle," a
novel (Richmond, 18S5>; "Tho Last.
of Hio Foresters" (Now York. 185C) ;
"Henry St. John. Gentlemon." a talo
of I'.TI-'r,, sequel to tho "Comcdlars"
flsr.ru: "Llfe of Stonewall Jackson"
(Richmond, isnrt; onlarged edltlon, N'ow
York, l"?7r,); "Surroy of tho Easrle'a
Nest," a plcture of mllitary Incldent3
ln the Confederato cavalry, In auto-
blographlcal form. purnortlng to bo
"from MS. of Colonel Surrey" (Neiw
York, 18f>6); "U'earlng of tho Gray"
< 18(37): "Mohun, or tho Lost Days of
Lee and Hls Paladlns," sequel to tho
foregolng (1868)1 "Kairfax" (lRfiSi:
"Hllt to llllt," a rnmantic story of
1S6I (18G3); "Out of the Foam" (lSflrii;
"Hnmmcr and Haplcr." war sketches
(1870); "The Hclr of Gavmnunt" f 1870) :
"Llfo of General K. K. Lee" (IS71);
"Dr. Van Dyke," a storv of Virginia
In the last century (D7;); "Her Majes-
fy, the Queen" (I'hllad.iphJn, 1878)t
"Pretty Mth. Gaston.,nnd Otlicr Rtorles'*
(New York. 1874): "Justin Harley"
(Phlladelphla. 1874): "f-anolles. .i
story of Cornwiillls's Vlriirtnla enm-
palgn CDetroit, 1877): "Prcfer80r Pren-
r.ensee." a story (New York. 1*7M: "7*Ir.
Grantloy'a Idea," "Virglnla Beh^mians'*
nnd "The Storles of the Old Dot.ilnlon"
fl S7f»): "Virginia. a Hi.-tory nf tli.i
People" (Boston. 188"); "My Lnd» Po-
kahor.tas" flSSI). ond "The Maurlc-;
Mystery" (New York. ISS.-.i. Dei ¦;«.. i
these. .Mr. Covk" wrote several hovettej
not Is.uod in pormanent form. and *
rnass of stories, sketches and verses
for perlodlcals.
AS xnu wlll see from the nl.T e

sketc^pdr. cv.nKe wap an-cyewltnef .«j to
many Ot the events de.ccr!hed hv hlm.
There hns been a good deal of dle-
cusslon as to the personallty of Sur¬
rey, hut so far as we know the hero
hns nover been rsatlsfaotorllv Identl-
Hed.

II. W. tilldcr.
Please give me tlie date of the death

of R. w. Ollder. a STJBSCRIBER.
November 18, 100?. Ho dled ln New

York Clty.

QUEEN MARY'S NEW
MISTRESS OF ROBES

DV LA MARQX'ISE DB FOXTENOY.
MISTRESS of the robca lu tbe

highest ofllce to whlch any wo¬
man In the British Emplro can
asplre. But she mr "'

isli-born und the daughtci
Mortover, it U requlred b
llsh.d u.-ago tliat she S
duchess. lt. ;- an ":ii, .¦

new n :-n will be
Duchess ol Devoi ;iire. whi
Ing to lt on the retlrement
tlie Duchess of Buccleuch.
eelobrated only the other i
den weddlng, and linvlng
the late Queen Vlctorla .

Alexandra as mlstress of
feels that she should prive way to
some younger woman. and has accord-
Ingly tendered her resignation.

In the days of Queen Vlctorla. thero
was sometimes a dlillculty in aecurlng
a duchess for the post of mlstress of
the robes, f"r. owlng to th" fact of
her beintr a Queen ropnant, instead of
meroly a Queen consort. it was neces¬
sary that tho miatresS should belong to
the same polltical persuaslon as tha
admlnistratlon ln power, and then, as
now. duchesses-^-especlally duche
quallfled bv blrth and bv knowledge bf
court life for the post
the rank;; of the Liberal party. ln tha
<;i.s- ot Queen Alexandra and Queen
Mary, that la to say; Quec-ns consort
the mlstress of the robes dnes not
change wlth tho adniinlstration. and
thero is nothing to prevont the Duch¬
ess of Dovonshire from rcmaininr nt
tho head of Queen Mary'a household
throughout tho new relgn.
The mlatroaa of tho robes exercises

powers cquivalent to those of grand
mistress of the court at St. Petnrs-
burpr. Borlln and Vienna, and to that
of camnrera mayor do palacio at Ma-
drid: that is to say. sho is at the
head of tho entire household of tho
Queen, havlng full nuthority over
the latter's ladies in waiting and maids
of honor. It ls she who ls suoDosed
to arrango the "wnits." tlnt i.s to sav.
th- terms or attendance of the varlous
ladies of tlie Queen, and tho latter's
lord chamberlnln. vice-ehainberlain.
treasurer, prlvate secretary nnd equer-
ry are also under her orders. Sho hsi
oil sorts of prerogativfs and perqul
sites. the latter Including the robes of
state worn by the Queen at th'J/coro
natlon. On that oconslon only she
hears tho Queen'o traln but at all
other court functlons and ofth-lal cere-
monles stands elther Immedlately bv
the Queen's side or else v.-nlks rlgh'
behl'nd her. Tho salary is merely nom¬

lnal, amountlng io nbottt $3,000 a year.
and. of course, the mistress has cer-
tain of the royal carrlagos and roya
servants always at her dlsnosal.

Sluee Queen Anne'n Tlme.
So far as can be aacertaincd. tho of¬

fice. as now constltuted, dates from the
relcrn of Queen Anno, when lt was
held by Sarah. Duchess of Marlborough.
who, as every reader of Engllsh his-
tory knows, oxerclsod tho most oxtra-
ordinarv doapotism, not to say <-.or-
Ism. over that nionarch. U>der Queeij
Vlctorla the mlstresaoa of the robes
were, in turn. tlie Duchess of .stithor-
land. wife of th" second duke: the late
Duchess of Buccleuch, the late Du»ne«!
of Atholl. tlte late Duchess of Wel-
llngton, the late Duchess of Argyll, the
late Duchess of Bedford, tho mother of
tho present Dnko of Suiherland, and
the now Dowager Duchess of Rox-
burghei
The new mistress nf the robes. tlnt

ls to sav, tho present Duchess of D-<-
bnahlre, who must not bo ennfoundod
wlth tbe Dowager Duchess. is .111st as

much of a personal frlend of Quer-r
Marv ns her nunt nnd prodocessor ln
oftir.;- the Dtibhstgs of Buccleuch. is ->

frlond of Queen Aloxandra, Bhe ie thooldest daughter of the Marquls of Lans-
downe, Icadcr ln the llght of the Lords
vs. the Coraraons, an<j ln tuin Sec¬
retary <.r Stato for Forelgn .m.'-Ii-h. for
War, Govemor-Oeneral ..; CanBda and

:¦¦¦.: nf Indla. Lady I-inndowno has
I-ng been a lady in waiting of Q .. II

-..' ra, a slster ot tho Duke of
irn and (lgurea irery con

a, transDorontly d .--

nai :r. Lord !-;. iconsfleld's
no ¦.! "Lothalr" .) .,.. Duchi »s of n ¦¦

onshiro !..;¦ about forty years nf ,-.¦
i-.':i Slx children. and "hsr tavorlte
brother. Lord Charles Fitzmaurloe.
marrled to Lord Minto's daughter. Lady
Violct Elliot. has for sorac t|mo __st
been an ocjuorry to Klng George.
Them aro few women in I.ondon

who iio.<«ess a more perfect knowledee
of a'.I the 1ns nnd nuts of Englis'i
society and a more ex'tenslve exnert-
once of the Brltlrh and forelgn courts
than Lady l^msdowne. wlillo her ex-
qulslte tact >< unrlvaled ai anv rate
in Mayfalr. The Duchei of n-vo--
shire has ba.I the adVantage of havinir
been tralned by hor mother. and has
Inhorlted most of the lattor'a g:ft.«.
These, tocetlicr wltli her husband's
greal wdalth, her rank. aml her vasi
social Influence. comblnlhg, a.-- It does,
that nf the powrrful Cavendlih r.vA
Hamllton famllles. ronder partlcularly
happy her appolntment as mistreas ew
the robes to Queen Mary.

Sir Thomaa's Anthltlon.
King Edward'E death has thn offect

<>f puttinc a definlto end to whatever
faint chances Sir Thomas Llpton miirht
havo had cf attalning his pot ambl-
tlon. that ia to sav, electlon to tha
Royal Yach* Souadron. the preroter
yachtlng club nf Greal Brltaln. ar._
perhaps nf the world. Even the pow-
erful backlnK nf the late King proved
linavalllnK to open to the owner of tho
varlous Shamrocks ihe portals of "the
Castle." that ls to say. the headciuar-
ters of th.- viiiindrnn at Cowes. in the
faco of tho determlnod opposition of <?n
overwhelmlng majorlty <>f tlie cluh.
And now thal the Klnc has gone. Sir
Thomas is loft to all intonts and nur-
rnij-e.s without a friend in the nrcar.lza-
tion where there has always been a
roiidcncv lo recanl hls suceessdve at-
tempts to wln tho America Cur« as an
adyertlslng Bchema for hls burlness.
Without imputimr any such mntlves to
S'r Thomas. who has at P.nv rate tho
soortsmnn's fiuallty of lielnrr a good
loser. the fact remaln? that on each
Occasion .« h«m he has raced fnr tho
ruip, the tremendous publjclty wllleh he
has received 'n connectlon therewlth
has bad the effect of so boomlng his
business on hoth sldcs of tbe Atlantic
ns In more tl'e.n cover nll hls oxnen-
ditnre noon the rnntest
The sin*dron hi" lust held lt« an¬

nual meetlnir nt f'lartdr-e's Hotel. un¬
der the nresidenev of lts commodo-'*.
Lord Ormonde, thoso present Includ-
Inrr the Dukes of Leeds. Aberoorn and
Somerset. Lords Dunraven. Lnnsdnln.
Shnfteshurv. Alrornon Oordon I.ennov.
Brassey, cte. Eleven n°w members
vere elected. nmnncr tbeni Lord Pen-
rbvn. the younw Marnnls of Anplesov,
wh,, 'lvis rec^ntiv nurchnsed from An-
thpnv Prexol tlip litter's slenm ysi'-'-t
Margherlta. n>*d Almerlo Parret. who
is marrlerl to tlie oldest sister of Hirr-
P-ivtic Whltnov. of New York. T-onl
T>^do»dnle, who. under tbe nnme of
"P.nrt'.e" Mltford wrote "Tnlos of Old
Jnnnn." takns Ihe pl"'-0 0f the 1->te
Mnntnoruo Guest a? lll>rarlr.n of the
club and 7 .<->rd Albemarln 'and Cnntnin
P. Sleine iBtanlpv nre tbe n«w mc-tn-
h»rn nf the siOlntr committee.
(Copvrlght. tho." bv tho Brentwbo-

nomninv .>
-__--!_2TTS

.LTho self-identi-ymg credk for travelero. Cashed
at par in every civiKzed country. Accepted ia
payment of hotel charges, railroad and steamship
tickets, eleeping car service aud other expenses of
the fcourist. Safer and more convenient than
money or drafts._.._. ,

Mercfo&nts National Bank,
Malth it ,<d nanRichmqnd, Va.


